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"be personally acceptable to our friend the Chief Baron.1
But whether all or any of these circumstances will weigh
much in my favor, must solely and entirely rest with
your Grace, without whose countenance it would be folly
in me to give the matter a second thought. With your
patronage, both my situation and habits of society may
place my hopes as far as any who are likely to apply;
and your interest would be strengthened by the opportu-
nity of placing some good friend in Selkirkshire, besides
converting the Minstrel of the Clan into a Baron, — a
transmutation worthy of so powerful and kind a chief.
But if your Grace thinks I ought to drop thoughts of
this preferment, I am bound to say, that I think myself
as well provided for by my friends and the public as I
have the least title to expect, and that I am perfectly
contented and grateful for what I have received. Ever
your Grace's faithful and truly obliged servant,
walter scott.
The following letter, to the same noble friend, contains
a slight allusion to this affair of the Barony; but I insert
it for a better reason. The Duke had, it seems, been
much annoyed by some depredations on his game in the
district of Ettrick Water; and more so by the ill use
which some boys from Selkirk made of his liberality in
allowing the people of that town free access to his beau-
tiful walks on the banks of the Yarrow, adjoining New-
ark and Bowhill. The Duke's forester, by name Thomas
Hudson, had recommended rigorous measures with refer-
ence to both these classes of offenders, and the Sheriff
was of course called into council: —
TO HIS  GRACE  THE DUKE   OF  BUCCLEUCH,  ETC.,   ETC.,  ETC.
abbotsfokd, January 11, 1817.
my dear lord duke, — I have been thinking anx-
iously about the disagreeable affair of Tom Hudson,
1 The late Right Honorable Robert Dundas of Arniston, Chief Baron
of the Scotch Exchequer; one of Scott's earliest and kindest friends in
that distinguished family.

